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The 2011 Legislative session is off and running….emotionally, that is! State budgets, i.e. Education and Health & Welfare have taken front stage.  In addition to reviewing the following insurance-related bills, your Big “I” Legislative Committee has been meeting with the Department of Insurance and interested business entities regarding Certificates since late fall 2010.  They are now in the process of reviewing all other states’ Certificate laws & bulletins to be sure we have the most current data to formulate legislation for Idaho.  KUDOS’s to Legislative Chair, Randy Pipal, and his committee for the extra hours on your behalf.  Their ongoing effort is appreciated, as is all agent volunteerism in the Idaho Big “I.” 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Legislative Committee member in your area….or Diane at the association office.

IDAHO BIG “I” LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

   Randy Pipal, Chair, Pipal-Anderson Inc, Boise (342-3581)

Clint Paskewitz, Associated Ins Svs, Boise (336-7733)
   Steve Ball, Premier Ins, Boise (947-1407)


Bob Ricketts, Ricketts & Associates, Boise (322-5525)

   Lori Chapman, Stonebraker-McQuary Ins, Lewiston (743-1506)
Gradyn Staley, Mutual Ins Assoc, Pocatello (237-9696)
   Jason Dahl, Castle Lake Ins, Idaho Falls (522-7778)
HB 18 - Abandoned Motor Vehicles (storage) - Takes care of a conflict in code created when the legislature passed HB 586aa in 2010 for post-storage hearing and notice of storage.  Transportation
HB 76 – Work Comp - Amends existing law relating to public employment and coverage to remove reference to the SIF.  Passed House 60-2; Sent to Senate floor with do pass.
HB 77 – Work Comp -Industrial Commission – relating to deduction of a certain premium tax and to provide the commissioners of the Industrial Commission with the authority to waive a certain premium tax.  Commerce & Human Resources
HB 117 – State Sovereignty over federal health care.  Passed House 49-20 (1 absent); Sent to Senate State Affairs; died in committee 2/24.
HB 131 – Idaho Health Carrier External Review Act – DOI bill; amends law to more closely conform to model NAIC.  Business.  Sent to floor with do pass.
HB 141 - Electronic Device – Provides that no person operating a motor vehicle shall use an electronic device that 
causes distraction, etc.  Transportation
HB 145 – Recreational Vehicles – Revise definitions.  Transportation.  Sent to floor with do pass as amended.
HB 171 – Trade Practices – Fraud – Updates the current term of producer in place of agent, solicitor, or broker; creates a level playing field for all lines of insurance by adding disability insurer and producer marketing disability insurance.  Clarifies that policyholder or prospective policyholder is the holder of the insurance contract by replacing policyholder or prospective policyholder with contract holder or prospective contract holder.  Clarifies and changes the aggregate value to one hundred dollars ($100.00) or less on a semi-annual basis.  Business
HB 179 – Surplus Line – Unauthorized Insurers – To bring Idaho’s Surplus Line Code in compliance with the Non-admitted and Reinsurance Reform Act (NRRA) of 2010.  This legislation provides that premium tax will be paid on the entire property and casualty premium only when Idaho is the insured’s home state and exempts the diligent search requirements in certain circumstances.  Business
SB 1001 – Specialty Off-Highway Vehicles – To require unlicensed riders of ATVs, UTVs, Specialty Off-Highway Vehicles and Motorbikes who choose to use national forest roads, to complete a state approved safety course.  Transportation
SB 1024 – Cell Phones – Prohibits the use of cell phones while operating a motor vehicle, exceptions and penalties.  Transportation
SB 1025 – Texting – Texting while driving will be an infraction.  Transportation
SB 1072 – Bicycle Helmets – Requires a child of 12 years of age or younger, who rides a bicycle on any public roadway, to wear a bicycle helmet.  Held in Transportation…no hearing this session.
SB 1088– Motor Vehicles - Towing & Storage – Allows an insurer, when the vehicle has been determined to be a total loss, to take possession of the vehicle by paying the towing and storage costs and move it to a facility of the insurer’s choice pending resolution of the claim.  Personal property of the vehicle owner is protected and the holding facility releasing the vehicle is held harmless for complying with this subsection.  Transportation
SB 1089 – Vehicle Titles – Provides requirements to allow a certain insurer or salvage pool to issue a salvage
certificate to a purchaser without having first obtained a properly released certificate of origin or certificate of title.  Transportation.
SB 1090 – Life & Health Guaranty Association Act – This legislation repeals and replaces the existing Idaho Life & Health Guaranty Association Act so that Idaho law will be more closely aligned with the most recent NAIC Model Act.  The adoption of this new version of the Model Law will streamline the process of dealing with insurance company insolvencies because most insolvencies involve companies doing business in many states and not companies doing business only in Idaho.  Commerce & Human Resources.  Sent to Senate Floor with do pass.

SB 1115 – Abortion Insurance – Prohibits abortion coverage by a qualified health plan offered through an exchange created pursuant to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act within the state of Idaho and to provide exceptions.  State Affairs.  Sent to floor with do pass.
SB 1131 – Tort Claims Act – Clarifies extent and limits of liability of irrigation and drainage districts to those involving willful, reckless or grossly negligent conduct.  Judiciary & Rules
SB 1132 – Tort Claims Act – Clarifies that only the operating agency, and not the member entities, can be held liable for damage arising from irrigation district construction, operation or maintenance when such districts form an agency designed to jointly deliver water.  Judiciary & Rules






